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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. BUTTERFIELD).

———

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
March 18, 2009.

I hereby appoint the Honorable G.K.
BUTTERFIELD to act as Speaker pro tempore
on this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———

PRAYER

The Reverend George E. Battle,
Bishop, North Eastern Episcopal Dis-
trict, African Methodist Episcopal Zion
Church, Charlotte, North Carolina, of-
fered the following prayer:

God, we thank You for this wonderful
day and this historic occasion. Thank
You for our wonderful Nation and all
those who represent us in the Congress
of the United States of America.

You continually give us the oppor-
tunity to start anew so we celebrate
this magnificent collection of leaders
who will help pilot this Nation. Please
give our Congress the wisdom to do
what is right and not be driven by what
is expedient. Give them the discretion
to not be threatened by wise counsel or
constructive criticism.

In the face of this magnificent occa-
sion, God, continue to not only endow
and bolster our Representatives, but
give us the understanding to know that
we play a crucial part in whether or
not our leadership will be successful.

Bless the brave men and women of
our armed services and their families.
God bless America, her leaders and her
people. Amen.

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Georgia (Mr. JOHNSON)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed without
amendment a bill and a concurrent res-
olution of the House of the following
titles:

H.R. 1541. An act to provide for an addi-
tional temporary extension of programs
under the Small Business Act and the Small
Business Investment Act of 1958, and for
other purposes.

H. Con. Res. 39. Concurrent resolution au-
thorizing the use of the Capitol Grounds for
the District of Columbia Special Olympics
Law Enforcement Torch Run.

The message also announced that the
Senate has passed bills and agreed to
joint resolutions of the following titles
in which the concurrence of the House
is requested:

S. 303. An act to reauthorize and improve
the Federal Financial Assistance Manage-
ment Improvement Act of 1999.

S. 620. An act to repeal the provision of law
that provides automatic pay adjustments for
Members of Congress.

S.J. Res. 8. Joint Resolution providing for
the appointment of David M. Rubenstein as a
citizen regent of the Board of Regents of the
Smithsonian Institution.

S.J. Res. 9. Joint Resolution providing for
the appointment of France A. Cordova as a
citizen regent of the Board of Regents of the
Smithsonian Institution.

———

WELCOMING BISHOP GEORGE E.
BATTLE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman from North
Carolina (Mr. WATT) is recognized for 1
minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. WATT. Mr. Speaker, I am privi-
leged today to welcome and say words
of welcome on behalf of the House to
the wonderful bishop and minister who
delivered our prayer for us this morn-
ing, whom I am privileged to have as a
constituent in my congressional dis-
trict.

He is not only a leader in the African
Methodist Episcopal Zion Church but
has been a leader in our community of
Charlotte, North Carolina, and in our
State for a number of years. He has
served on our school board, he has been
a corporate leader serving on boards of
distinction, and he is an outstanding
family man as well as, of course, a reli-
gious leader of our community.

We are delighted to welcome Bishop
Battle today, and wish him well. His
wife is just recovering from surgery,
and we wish her well also on behalf of
the House.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 further re-
quests for 1l-minute speeches on each
side of the aisle.

————

MORNING IN AMERICA BRINGS
NEW COURSE OF ACTION
(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)
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Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Good
morning, everybody; good morning,
America. How are you? I am showing
my age a little bit.

Ladies and gentlemen, it is always
great to be an American, and it is al-
ways a great time in America because
we have hope and vision for the future,
and I am happy to report to you that
Congress and the Obama administra-
tion have departed on a new course of
action—no more voodoo economics, no
more trickle-down economics. These
are failed policies, and it is time for
something new.

Whenever something new is on the
table, there are always those who, in-
stead of appreciating being Americans,
they complain and don’t add anything
positive to the discussion.

But despite the obstacles that we
confront, we will continue down this
road. And, indeed, America will con-
tinue to experience morning in Amer-
ica.

———
AIG, BONUSES, AND THE FRENCH

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, AIG
took bailout money and then gave mil-
lions to executives in bonuses. Now
Congress is bent out of shape about it,
and rightfully so. But the truth is in
the last stimulus bill that Congress
quickly passed with little or no debate
was an attached amendment to allow
AIG to do exactly what they did—give
out high-dollar bonuses.

Congress is responsible for this irre-
sponsible spending and must deal with
the consequences. To make matters
worse, AIG gave bailout money to for-
eign banks, like in France. The French
are the same people who vilify the
United States, blame the world’s prob-
lems on us, and have a disdain for ev-
erything American.

Mr. Speaker, I think the U.S. has
bailed out France enough. We helped
save France in World War I, saved
them again in World War II, and took
over in Vietnam after they failed
there—but with little or no gratitude
from the French.

And AIG also gave billions to Ger-
man and English banks. We can’t af-
ford to give away taxpayer money and
reward failure while making working
Americans pay for all of this nonsense.
“No”” to more bailouts, foreign or do-
mestic.

And that’s just the way it is.

———
BRAIN AWARENESS WEEK

(Mr. SESTAK asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SESTAK. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
say a few words about Brain Awareness
Week. This is the week that the Soci-
ety of Neuroscience members spread
throughout America to speak about
the exciting wonders of the mind. But
in addition, like up in my district at
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Franklin Institute, they will speak
about not only neuroscience, but how
do we take care of those patients who
suffer damage.

I speak about this because as a vet-
eran, as the Pentagon announced early
this month, 360,000 of those 1.8 million
members of our society who went to
Iraq or Afghanistan have returned with
a brain injury. The vast majority of
them have healed and will heal, except
for about 90,000 who will have lasting
damage. That’s why this week is so im-
portant. While we have a tendency to
take care of these patients, there is
much more to be done in the treatment
of their damage with the discovery of
neurostem cells and the possibility of
stem transplants to repair the damage.

Again, T commend the Society of
Neuroscience, particularly in this area
of our returning veterans to help them
improve their quality of life.

———

BUDGET TAXES TOO MUCH

(Mr. FLEMING asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. FLEMING. Mr. Speaker, this is
budget time again, and this budget pro-
posed by the administration has some
very major flaws in it. It creates a
greater tax burden on the American
people, among other things. The budget
calls for a $637 billion tax increase for
the majority of small businesses that
pay taxes as individuals.

The cap-and-tax program, not the
cap-and-trade but cap-and-tax pro-
gram, will increase taxes conserv-
atively by $646 billion on energy to
every household in America. These
households can expect to pay more
than $3,000 a year extra on their utility
bills. This is money taken directly out
of the pockets of working families
struggling to pay bills each month.

This budget also caps the value of
itemized deductions for those with
higher incomes and really middle-class
incomes, reducing charitable giving by
$9 billion a year which will devastate
charities.

Finally, this budget reinstates the
death tax which has been found to
lower overall employment by $1.5 mil-
lion.

This budget spends too much, wastes
too much, and taxes too much.

————————

NOT SO FAST ON THE AIG
BONUSES

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker,
not quite so fast on the AIG bonuses.
The weasels who drove that company
into the ground may not even be enti-
tled to the bonuses in their contract
based on their performance. And a
failed company rescued from bank-
ruptcy by the United States Govern-
ment may not be obligated to pay them
anyway.

Thankfully, there is also the power of
the tax code. Let’s return to the Eisen-
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hower tax rates of 90 percent for people
who receive bonuses from companies
that we already own 50 percent or more
of with taxpayer money.

For years the tax code around here
has been tortured to reward people who
need tax cuts absolutely the least.
Hopefully we can use it this time to
impose a little tax justice.

———

WHERE DOES ALL OF THE MONEY
COME FROM?

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, one
of my constituents recently said to me,
“I’m tired of the government spending
money I have not made yet for pro-
grams I don’t want.” And my constitu-
ents are right on this.

On top of the trillions that have al-
ready been spent, the President’s budg-
et is proposing doubling Federal spend-
ing by the year 2019. My constituents
are saying, ‘How are we going to pay
for this?”’

Well, as we have heard this morning,
there is the tax-and-cap scheme which
is $646 billion and is going to cost every
American family an additional $3,128
per year out of their household budget.

There is also the small-business
taxes, $637 billion of new small-busi-
ness taxes. It is going to wipe out any
kind of tax reduction that would have
gone to the 95 percent of working
Americans.

So the question becomes: Where does
all of this money come from? Well, we
know that the Democrat leadership is
going to borrow too much, they are
going to tax too much, and they are
going to spend too much of the tax-
payers’ money.

——

HEALTH CARE REFORM

(Mr. ALTMIRE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ALTMIRE. Mr. Speaker, with
passage of the long-overdue SCHIP bill,
Congress and the President expanded
health care coverage to 4 million
American children who were previously
uncovered. This single step did more to
improve our health care system in one
day than we had seen in 8 years. But
there is still more to be done.

Every individual, every family, and
every business in America struggles
every day with health care costs. Their
inability to afford coverage and the in-
creased cost for goods and services as a
result of health care costs for their
business, this issue affects everybody
in every way.

But for the first time, the President
and Congress plan to consider health
care reform as part of the budget proc-
ess so we can accurately account for
the true costs of doing health care re-
form and of not doing health care re-
form, which would be the price of inac-
tion.



March 18, 2009

Health care cost increases are on an
unsustainable course, and we can no
longer hide behind budget gimmicks
and just pass along the tough fiscal de-
cisions for future Congresses. The time
has come to act.

0 1015

PRESIDENT’S BUDGET TAKES US
IN THE WRONG DIRECTION

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, the $3.6 tril-
lion budget released by President
Obama spends too much, taxes too
much, borrows too much, and wastes
too much.

Today, middle-class families and
small businesses are making sacrifices
when it comes to their own budget, yet
Washington continues to spend tril-
lions of taxpayer dollars on bailouts
and other government programs. The
spending in this budget is so massive
that independent estimates suggest
roughly 250,000 new Federal bureau-
crats may be needed just to spend it
all.

Rather than government cutting
back, showing restraint, operating
more efficiently on basic government
responsibilities, the President proposes
to create massive new programs, vastly
expanding the scope and reach of the
Federal Government. The energy taxes
alone will cost every household over
3,000 additional dollars per year.

This budget will cost American jobs
at a time when we can’t afford it. The
majority of those hit by the new tax
increases are small businesses, the en-
gines of job creation in our economy.
This budget takes us in the wrong di-
rection.

———

CONGRATULATING MAHONING
VALLEY

(Mr. WILSON of Ohio asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 1
come to the floor today to congratu-
late the Mahoning Valley on a much-
deserved honor. It recently ranked sev-
enth in the Nation among mid-sized
metropolitan areas for business attrac-
tion and expansion, according to Site
Selection magazine. This is the first
time the Valley has been chosen since
the survey began 30 years ago.

Amidst all the bad economic news,
this announcement was a bright spot
that demonstrates all the hard work
our businesses, workforce, and elected
officials have put into making our
community a great place to live and
work and expand. The Mahoning Valley
is ripe for economic development, and I
am so pleased to see it receive such
positive recognition. The magazine rec-
ognizes the local metropolitan area,
which includes Mahoning, Trumbull,
and Columbiana Counties in Ohio.
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Congratulations, Mahoning Valley. I
am so proud to represent you, and look
forward to continuing to help foster
economic development in Ohio’s Sixth
District.

———

MEDIA’S IMMIGRATION BIAS PRE-
VENTS AMERICANS FROM GET-
TING FACTS

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
many of us remember the tragic case of
Chandra Levy, a former Washington,
D.C. intern who disappeared suddenly 8
years ago.

The man charged recently with mur-
dering Ms. Levy entered the United
States illegally, but you might not
have known that by following the
news. CBS, CNN, and the AP, among
many other media outlets, failed to
mention even once that the suspect en-
tered the country illegally. Instead,
the media used terms like ‘‘incarcer-
ated felon” and ‘‘jailed attacker’ to
refer to the suspect in news reports.
They neglected to point out that the
suspect would not have been able to
commit the alleged murder if he had
not entered the country illegally in the
first place.

This is an example of how the me-
dia’s liberal bias on immigration issues
prevents Americans from getting the
facts. Whether it’s immigration or any
other issue, the media should report
the facts, not slant the news.

BUSH BUDGET LEGACY—DEEP
DEFICITS AND ECONOMIC DECLINE

(Ms. WATSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, in Janu-
ary, 2001, President Bush inherited a
fiscal situation stronger than any in
half a century. When President Clinton
left office, the Federal budget was on
track to retire all debt for the first
time since 1835 and add $3 trillion in
net national savings. But Republican
trickle-down economic policies
changed all that—squandering the en-
tire budget surplus and instead cre-
ating deficits in the trillions.

Republicans let budget rules lapse.
They increased spending, they cut rev-
enue, and enacted expensive tax cuts
for those who needed them the least.
On President Bush’s watch, the debt
held by the public grew from $3.4 to $6.3
trillion. The gross Federal debt dou-
bled, and foreign-held debt more than
tripled.

Mr. Speaker, the healthy fiscal fore-
cast the Bush administration inherited
8 years ago has now been replaced by
record budget deficits as far as the eye
can see and an economy in a tailspin.
This is the unfortunate situation that
President Bush left President Obama.
It stands in stark contrast to what
President Bush inherited in 2001 and
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demonstrates the harmful effects of
Republican economic policies.

REJECT THE FLAWED CAP-AND-
TAX PROGRAM

(Mr. SULLIVAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. Speaker, while
our Nation is suffering a severe eco-
nomic recession, the Democrat major-
ity is working behind closed doors to
enact the largest carbon regulatory
scheme in our Nation’s history in the
form of a cap-and-tax system. In fact,
President Obama’s budget includes a
$646 billion cap-and-trade energy tax
that will be paid by every American
who drives a car, turns on a light
switch, or buys a product made in the
United States. And that’s every single
American, regardless of income. No
matter how you slice it, this issue is a
huge tax. Government revenues are, of
course, taxes on the American people.

This cap-and-tax scheme would cost
the average American household in
every State up to $3,000 a year, and
that’s a very conservative estimate.
This is really not a good way to stimu-
late our economy in economic bad
times like we are in.

I urge my colleagues on the other
side of the aisle to reject the flawed
cap-and-tax program in the President’s
budget. The Democrat majority is bor-
rowing too much money, taxing too
much, and spending too much. When is
it enough?

——————

AMERICA WILL RECOVER AND
EMERGE STRONGER THAN EVER
BEFORE

(Ms. CASTOR of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. According to
a poll released this week, more Ameri-
cans believe that the country is on the
right track than before the election,
and they believe that President Obama
is handling his new job very well.

What I hear from folks back home in
Florida is they have faith that the re-
covery plan is going to help them. In-
deed, the moneys are being delivered to
local communities to create jobs. In
Tampa, we’re going to construct an im-
portant link for economic development
out of our port, moneys for our public
schools, and students will arrive this
month.

Energy efficiency. We are going to
weatherize homes throughout the
Tampa Bay area and the State of Flor-
ida.

On Monday, we announced a com-
puter initiative to computerize medical
records throughout the Tampa Bay re-
gion. Health care for Floridians will be
provided because we are not going to
let our mneighbors fall through the
crack during this economic downturn.

The budget priorities President
Obama has sent us are right—health
care reform, education, and invest-
ments in energy. We will recover, and
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America will emerge stronger than
ever before.

——
PMA SCANDAL

(Mr. FLAKE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. Speaker, later today
or tomorrow, the House will be voting
again on a privileged resolution to look
into the matter of the PMA scandal.
There is an outside investigation by
the Department of Justice into PMA, a
powerhouse lobbying firm that will
close its doors at the end of the month
because of suspect contributions to
Members of Congress, Members of Con-
gress who secured no-bid contracts on
behalf of that firm.

Mr. Speaker, several years ago we
had the Jack Abramoff scandal. The
leadership at that time was slow to
recognize that scandal, and it Kkept
spreading until it got worse and did
damage to the reputation of this body.
Let’s not make that same mistake
today. This scandal promises to be far
larger if we let it go. So let’s have the
investigation go on by the Ethics Com-
mittee. We have an obligation to up-
hold the dignity and decorum of this
body and we are not exercising it yet.

I urge a vote not to table the resolu-
tion, and let the Ethics Committee in-
vestigate this scandal.

———
NATIONAL SAFE PLACE WEEK

(Mr. YARMUTH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
in recognition of National Safe Place
Week, the organization and the critical
services it provides to young people in
need.

Of the more than 1 million youth who
experience homelessness annually,
some are born without homes, but
most run away to escape abuse; and
with no hope in sight, one-third at-
tempt suicide. Thankfully, National
Safe Place recognizes that in each of
these young people is hope for the fu-
ture, a chance to succeed, and an op-
portunity to become productive mem-
bers of our communities.

In the 26 years since National Safe
Place began in my hometown of Louis-
ville, Kentucky, it has served nearly a
quarter million disconnected youth na-
tionwide, 100,000 in Kentucky alone. In
40 States and 1,400 communities across
the Nation, Safe Place has provided the
services and support to help a child’s
potential become a reality. No wonder
Safe Place is the largest recipient of
funding through the Reconnecting
Homeless Youth Act, which we just re-
authorized with legislation I authored
with my colleague, JUDY BIGGERT.

Time after time, adolescents devoid
of hope have traveled a path that
seems sure to dead end, only to find
themselves in front of one of 1,600
stores, restaurants, and businesses
bearing the Safe Place logo. Inside,
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they find a new path that begins with
the support every child needs and ends
with a chance that every child de-
serves.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
celebrating National Safe Place Week.

———

IT IS TIME TO TAKE BACK
TAXPAYER MONEY FROM AIG

(Mrs. DAHLKEMPER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mrs. DAHLKEMPER. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today on behalf of the hardworking
families of my district and the State of
Pennsylvania who, like me, are
shocked and outraged by recent actions
taken by the insurance company, AIG.

Mr. Speaker, the current economic
downturn has been especially difficult
for my constituents. Traveling across
my district, I have heard the same
story from far too many middle-class
families about how they are bearing
the brunt of our faltering economy.
Paychecks can’t stretch far enough
anymore to make payments on the
mortgage, buy groceries, and pay the
utility bills. In fact, many of my con-
stituents who have worked hard and
played by the rules have had to take a
pay cut simply to keep their jobs.

My constituents work hard and meet
their responsibilities every day, and
they don’t have the benefit of govern-
ment bailouts or multimillion-dollar
bonuses. However, they have seen their
hard-earned tax dollars go to bail out
companies like AIG, whose own greed
and recklessness are responsible for the
economic downturn in the first place.

Mr. Speaker, it is hard to understand
why AIG executives think they have
earned bonuses in the first place; but,
more importantly, how dare AIG use
tens of millions of taxpayer dollars to
reward themselves for bad behavior.
How can they justify this outrage to
taxpayers who are keeping their com-
pany afloat?

I say enough is enough. And that is
why I am supporting legislation that
will safeguard the taxpayers’ money
and hold AIG executives accountable
once and for all.

CHANGING THE HEALTH CARE
SYSTEM

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I am so grateful for a Presi-
dent that believes in the American peo-
ple. I thank him for his budget, thank
him for his outrage regarding out-
rageous AIG employees receiving bo-
nuses, thank him for recognizing the 47
million plus that are growing who need
health care reform, and thank this
leadership that is beginning to open
the discussion on American health care
reform that is so very important.

I happen to believe a single-payer
system is a health care payment sys-
tem, not a health care delivery system.
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Health care providers will be in a fee-
for-service practice and will not be em-
ployees of the government. Therefore,
it is not socialized medicine. Single-
payer health care is not socialized
medicine any more than the public
funding of education is socialized edu-
cation or the public funding of the de-
fense industry is socialized defense.

What we simply want is the ability
for that single payer to negotiate pre-
scription drug prices, hospital prices,
nursing home prices. We simple want
the ability to give the American people
the insurance on health care that they
and their children need.

Interestingly enough, polls show that
60 to 75 percent of Americans believe in
this type of system. But the most im-
portant aspect is, we have a leader—
and the leadership in this Congress—
that says Americans count. Let us
change the health care system today,
not pay AIG employees bonuses.

————

AMERICANS DESERVE BETTER
SOLUTIONS

(Mr. TIBERI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. TIBERI. Ladies and gentlemen,
in the coming weeks, we are going to
debate the budget for the United States
of America for the next 10 years, for
next year and beyond. This budget
clearly taxes too much, spends too
much, and borrows too much from the
American people. In fact, not only does
it do that, but for someone like my
mom and dad who are on fixed incomes,
seniors, this will cause their taxes to
go up every time they fill the tank of
their 14-year-old car, turn on the lights
of their 35-year-old house, or turn up
the thermostat to heat or turn it down
to cool their home.

This is a huge tax on American con-
sumers, particularly from my State in
Ohio, with this cap-and-tax issue that
is within this budget, a debate that
we’re going to have in this House this
month and next month.

Americans deserve better. They de-
serve better solutions. Republicans in
the minority here are willing to be part
of those better solutions. I hope that
the Speaker and the leadership of the
House will be partners with us for
those better solutions.

———
J 1030

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT
TAX CREDITS

(Mr. BOCCIERI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BOCCIERI. Mr. Speaker, the
American people are demanding leader-
ship, and we will be judged in this
House by two measures, by action or
inaction, and whether what we do in
this House is going to put our economy
and our people back on track.

And let me tell you, while some of
my colleagues stand with their arms
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extended and say ‘‘no,”” we stand here
today and say ‘‘yes,” that America can
and will recover from this great eco-
nomic downturn.

I found a Member on the other side of
the aisle who would stand with me to
make permanent research and develop-
ment tax credits that will invest in en-
ergy programs that will benefit Ohio
and put our Nation on the road to re-
covery. I talk about a tax credit that
will help companies like the EBO
Group in my district that’s studying
plug-in hybrids and batteries that can
make our cars more efficient, or the
Rolls Royce Corporation in my district
with the research and development tax
credit that will give them the where-
withal to invest in fuel cell technology
S0 we can move away from our depend-
ence on foreign oil.

My friends, we will be judged as lead-
ers or blockers. Are we going to say
‘“‘yes” or are we going to say ‘‘no’’? Are
we going to act or are we not? This is
the time we need to invest in America,
in her greatest time of need.

”

———

TAX CUTS

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, the
President’s budget cuts taxes for 95
percent of America’s workers and their
families. It cuts spending, nondefense
discretionary, over 10 years to its low-
est level as a percentage of the econ-
omy in nearly half a century. The
President’s budget also cuts the deficit
in half over 4 years. It grows nothing
but jobs. And creating American jobs
means making quality health care af-
fordable. It means powering our econ-
omy with clean American energy. And
it means modernizing our education
system.

Mr. Speaker, we have had 8 years of
slow growth and actually a loss of jobs
under President Bush, under the pre-
vious administration. The failure to re-
form and invest produced those 8 years
of slow growth and loss of jobs. We
need to turn that around, and that’s
what President Obama’s budget will do.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HOLDEN). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule
XX, the Chair will postpone further
proceedings today on motions to sus-
pend the rules on which a recorded vote
or the yeas and nays are ordered, or on
which the vote is objected to under
clause 6 of rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

———

FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRA-
TION EXTENSION ACT OF 2009

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
I move to suspend the rules and pass
the bill (H.R. 1512) to amend the Inter-
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nal Revenue Code of 1986 to extend the
funding and expenditure authority of
the Airport and Airway Trust Fund, to
amend title 49, United States Code, to
extend authorizations for the airport
improvement program, and for other
purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1512

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Federal
Aviation Administration Extension Act of
2009°.

SEC. 2. EXTENSION OF TAXES FUNDING AIRPORT
AND AIRWAY TRUST FUND.

(a) FUEL TAXES.—Subparagraph (B) of sec-
tion 4081(d)(2) of the Internal Revenue Code
of 1986 is amended by striking ‘‘March 31,
2009 and inserting ‘‘September 30, 2009°°.

(b) TICKET TAXES.—

(1) PERSONS.—Clause (ii) of section
4261(j)(1)(A) of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 is amended by striking ‘‘March 31, 2009’
and inserting ‘‘September 30, 2009”’.

(2) PROPERTY.—Clause (ii) of section
4271(d)(1)(A) of such Code is amended by
striking ‘““March 31, 2009’ and inserting ‘‘Sep-
tember 30, 2009”°.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall take effect on
April 1, 2009.

SEC. 3. EXTENSION OF AIRPORT AND AIRWAY
TRUST FUND EXPENDITURE AU-
THORITY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (1) of section
9502(d) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986
is amended—

(1) by striking ““April 1, 2009’ and inserting
““‘October 1, 2009, and

(2) by inserting ‘‘or the Federal Aviation
Administration Extension Act of 2009’ before
the semicolon at the end of subparagraph
(A).
(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Paragraph
(2) of section 9502(e) of such Code is amended
by striking ‘‘April 1, 2009’ and inserting ‘‘Oc-
tober 1, 2009,

(¢) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall take effect on
April 1, 2009.

SEC. 4. EXTENSION OF AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT
PROGRAM.

(a) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
Section 48103(6) of title 49, United States
Code, is amended by striking ‘$1,950,000,000
for the 6-month period beginning on October
1, 2008.”” and inserting ‘$3,900,000,000 for fis-
cal year 2009.”’.

(b) PROJECT GRANT AUTHORITY.—Section
47104(c) of such title is amended by striking
“March 31, 2009,” and inserting ‘‘September
30, 2009,”.

SEC. 5. EXTENSION OF EXPIRING AUTHORITIES.

(a) Section 40117(1)(7) of title 49, United
States Code, is amended by striking ‘‘April 1,
2009.”” and inserting ‘‘October 1, 2009.”".

(b) Section 44302(f)(1) of such title is
amended—

(1) by striking ‘“March 31, 2009,” and insert-
ing ‘‘September 30, 2009,”’; and

(2) by striking “May 31, 2009,” and insert-
ing ‘“December 31, 2009,”.

(c) Section 44303(b) of such title is amended
by striking ‘““May 31, 2009, and inserting
“December 31, 2009,”.

(d) Section 47107(s)(3) of such title is
amended by striking ‘““April 1, 2009.” and in-
serting ‘“‘October 1, 2009.”.

(e) Section 47115(j) of such title is amended
by striking ‘2008, and for the portion of fis-
cal year 2009 ending before April 1, 2009,”” and
inserting ‘°2009,”.
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(f) Section 47141(f) of such title is amended
by striking ‘“March 31, 2009.”” and inserting
‘“‘September 30, 2009.”".

(g) Section 49108 of such title is amended
by striking ‘‘March 31, 2009,” and inserting
‘“September 30, 2009,.

(h) Section 161 of the Vision 100—Century
of Aviation Reauthorization Act (49 U.S.C.
47109 note) is amended by striking ‘‘made in”’
and all that follows through ‘‘under chapter
471" and inserting ‘‘made in fiscal year 2009
under chapter 471,

(i) Section 186(d) of such Act (117 Stat.
2518) is amended by striking ‘2008, and for
the portion of fiscal year 2009 ending before
April 1, 2009, and inserting ‘‘2009,’.

(j) The amendments made by this section
shall take effect on April 1, 2009.

SEC. 6. FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION OP-
ERATIONS.

Section 106(k)(1)(E) of title 49, United
States Code, is amended Dby striking
¢‘$4,516,364,500 for the 6-month period begin-
ning on October 1, 2008.”” and inserting
¢‘$9,042,467,000 for fiscal year 2009.”.

SEC. 7. AIR NAVIGATION FACILITIES AND EQUIP-
MENT.

Section 48101(a)(5) of title 49, United States
Code, is amended by striking ‘$1,360,188,750
for the 6-month period beginning on October
1, 2008.”” and inserting ‘‘$2,742,095,000 for fis-
cal year 2009.”".

SEC. 8. RESEARCH, ENGINEERING, AND DEVEL-

OPMENT.
Section 48102(a)(13) of title 49, United
States Code, is amended by striking

¢‘$85,507,600 for the 6-month period beginning
on October 1, 2008.”’ and inserting
‘$171,000,000 for fiscal year 2009.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. LEWIS) and the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. TIBERI) each will con-
trol 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Georgia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent to give Mem-
bers b legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks on House bill 1512.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

H.R. 1512, the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration Extension Act of 2009, ex-
tends the financing and spending au-
thority for the Airport and Airway
Trust Fund.

The trust fund taxes and spending au-
thority are scheduled to expire on
March 31, 2009. This bill extends these
taxes at current rates for 6 months,
through the end of the fiscal year on
September 30.

Failure to act on this bill would
mean that the taxes expire and the
trust fund would lose revenues that are
necessary to finance future airport
construction projects and updates to
the air traffic control system. It would
also prevent the FAA from spending
funds that are already in the trust
fund, shutting down the Airport Im-
provement Program and critical air-
port construction projects around the
country.

I know the importance of our air
transportation system. The Hartsfield-
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Jackson Atlanta International Airport,
located in my congressional district, is
the world’s busiest passenger airport.
In 50 years the number of passengers
traveling through that airport has
grown from 2 million to almost 80 mil-
lion a year. The airport has a direct
and indirect impact on the economy of
over $20 billion. We must make sure
that the taxes are extended and the
FAA remains funded. It is critical to
our economy and the safety of all of
our passengers.

The bill also extends a number of au-
thorizing provisions that are under the
jurisdiction of the Transportation and
Infrastructure Committee. All of those
provisions were also extended last Sep-
tember in the same bill that extended
the expiring tax provisions. This bill
will keep the Airport and Airway Trust
Fund taxes and operations in place
until a long-term FAA Reauthorization
Act is signed into law.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. TIBERI. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

(Mr. TIBERI asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TIBERI. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of H.R. 1512.

As the gentleman from Georgia said,
this is a straightforward bill to provide
a 6-month extension of the various ex-
cise taxes that support the Airport and
Airway Trust Fund as well as the trust
fund’s expenditure authorities. These
taxes and authorities are currently
scheduled to expire at the end of this
month, and today’s legislation will per-
mit Congress the time it needs to con-
sider a longer-term FAA reauthoriza-
tion bill.

As the ranking member of the Select
Revenues Subcommittee, I'm pleased
that Chairman RANGEL has asked our
panel to examine tax issues related to
the transportation trust funds, includ-
ing the Airport and Airway Trust
Fund. I certainly look forward to work-
ing with Chairman NEAL, Chairman
LEWIS, and all the members of our com-
mittee over the months ahead as we de-
termine whether modifications to the
financing structure of the Airport and
Airway Trust Fund are warranted
going forward. Ways and Means is
clearly the appropriate committee of
jurisdiction regarding these tax issues,
and I anticipate working with other
members of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee of both parties to ensure that
our committee continues to shape the
FAA reauthorization process this year.

I would note for my colleagues that
under the CBO baseline, expiring excise
taxes that are dedicated to a trust fund
are assumed to be extended at current
rates for budgeting purposes. Con-
sequently, the Joint Committee on
Taxation is expected to score H.R. 1512
as having no revenue effect, Mr. Speak-
er, no revenue effect, just as it has
with similar short-term extensions of
FAA taxes in the past. While many
Members on our side of the aisle would
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argue that CBO and Joint Tax should
make that same assumption about ex-
piring tax cuts as well, that’s a bigger
debate for another day.

For now it’s important that we all
extend the current FAA excise taxes on
a temporary basis, and I am pleased to
join with my colleagues from the other
side of the aisle and Chairman LEWIS in
support of this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I have no further re-
quests for time, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
I fully support House bill 1512. I urge
my colleagues on both sides of the aisle
to vote ‘‘yes’ for this bill.

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of H.R. 1512, the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration (FAA) Extension Act of 2009. |
want to thank Chairman RANGEL and Ranking
Member CAMP for bringing this to the floor
today, as well as Chairman OBERSTAR and
Ranking Members MICA and PETRI.

Earlier this month, the Transportation and
Infrastructure Committee marked up H.R. 915,
the FAA Reauthorization Act of 2009, a long-
term authorization of the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration’s (FAA) programs. It should be to
the House floor in the coming weeks. How-
ever, until H.R. 915 is signed into law, it is im-
perative that we not allow FAA’s critical pro-
grams to lapse.

The Aviation Trust Fund is currently oper-
ating under a short-term extension that expires
on March 31, 2009. To that end, H.R. 1512
would extend not only the aviation taxes and
expenditure authority, but also Airport Im-
provement Program (AIP) contract authority,
until September 30, 2009.

H.R. 1512 also provides an additional $1.95
billion in AIP contract authority, resulting in a
full-year contract authority level of $3.9 billion
for fiscal year 2009. These additional funds
will allow airports to proceed with critical safe-
ty and capacity enhancement projects, particu-
larly larger projects that require a full-year’s
worth of AIP funds to move forward.

Mr. Speaker, aviation is too important to our
nation’s economy—contributing $1.2 trillion in
output and approximately 11.4 million U.S.
jobs—to allow the taxes or funding for critical
aviation programs to expire.

Congress must ensure that this extension
passes expeditiously to reduce delays and
congestion; improve safety and efficiency;
stimulate the economy; and create jobs. | urge
my colleagues to support the bill.

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, in September
2007, the House considered and passed the
FAA Reauthorization Act of 2007, H.R. 2881.
That legislation reauthorized the FAA for four
years.

Unfortunately, the Senate was unable to
come to an agreement on its bill, and so in
September 2008 Congress extended the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration’s (FAA) funding
and authority for a fifth time.

That extension will expire on March 31,
2009, so today we are considering another ex-
tension.

H.R. 1512 would extend the taxes, pro-
grams, and funding of the FAA through Sep-
tember of 2009.

This bill—

Extends FAA Funding and contract authority
for 6 months;

Funds the Airport Improvement Program at
$1.95 billion through September 2009;
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Extends the War Risk Insurance program;
and

Extends the Small Community Air Service
Development Program.

H.R. 1512 will ensure that our National
Aviation System continues to operate until a
full FAA Reauthorization can be enacted.

As | have indicated many times since the
passage of the House FAA Reauthorization
bill back in 2007, we need to pass a long-term
bill so that we can meet the growing demands
placed on our nation’s infrastructure. Modern-
izing our antiquated air traffic control system
and repairing our crumbling infrastructure
need to be at the top of our priorities.

As we begin the 111th Congress, there is
still much work to be done. This 6-month ex-
tension gives us time to improve H.R. 915, the
“FAA Reauthorization Act of 2009,” which was
introduced by Chairmen OBERSTAR and
COSTELLO last month and approved by our
Committee earlier this month.

As we move toward Floor consideration of
the FAA Reauthorization bill, | look forward to
working with my colleagues to address ongo-
ing concerns with some of the provisions in
H.R. 915.

| also urge our colleagues in the other body
to take up a comprehensive FAA reauthoriza-
tion package as early as possible this year.

| support this extension as the best alter-
native to keep the FAA and the National Air-
space System running safely until we can take
up and pass a bipartisan and bicameral bill.

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr.
LEWIS) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1512.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

IN SUPPORT OF THE FEDERAL
AVIATION ADMINISTRATION EX-
TENSION ACT OF 2009

(Mr. OBERSTAR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, the
Ways and Means Committee under
Chairman RANGEL was so efficient,
they completed action on the extension
bill for the FAA authorization before I
could reach the House floor from a
hearing the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure is holding on
the next-generation aviation tech-
nology for FAA, and I wanted to be
here to thank the chairman, Chairman
RANGEL, and the ranking Republican
for moving the bill quickly and with-
out dispute or without a recorded vote.

But I want to supplement those com-
ments by observing that the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infra-
structure has done its work. In the last
Congress, we reported the 4-year au-
thorization for FAA, but the other
body didn’t act on it. So we quickly
moved our bill with bipartisan support
through committee March 5, just ear-
lier this month, to extend, with a great
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many improvements and upgrades in
the operations of FAA, and provide au-
thority for the next-generation tech-
nology. Again, the other body is not
prepared to act.

Now, the reason we need an extension
through the end of this fiscal year is to
avoid disruption in the Airport Im-
provement Program. If we have a stop-
and-go, 3-month extension and another
3-month extension, then the funding
for the airport grants for increasing ca-
pacity on the air side of airports would
stop and go as well. That’s not good
public investment strategy.

But I regret that we have to do this.
The other body simply is not ready to
move ahead with full consideration of
the bill. We should be able to do that in
a matter of days. Unfortunately, they
are not ready to do that. And I just
want to make it clear that the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infra-
structure, in partnership with the
Committee on Ways and Means, is
ready to do the job of the House in
moving the agenda forward and con-
tinuing the modernization of the Air
Traffic Control System, rebuilding the
air traffic control workforce, and in-
vesting in the hard side of airports, and
we will continue to do that. We stand
ready. Although our patience is run-
ning out, we await the administra-
tion’s proposals for the future revenue
stream for the FAA and the Air Traffic
Control System.

———
[ 1045

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 968

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of
Florida. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous
consent to have my name removed as a
cosponsor of H.R. 968. My name was
added in error.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 1388, GENERATIONS IN-
VIGORATING VOLUNTEERISM
AND EDUCATION ACT

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, I call
up House Resolution 250 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 250

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1388) to reau-
thorize and reform the national service laws.
The first reading of the bill shall be dis-
pensed with. All points of order against con-
sideration of the bill are waived except those
arising under clause 9 or 10 of rule XXI. Gen-
eral debate shall be confined to the bill and
shall not exceed one hour equally divided
and controlled by the chair and ranking mi-
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nority member of the Committee on Edu-
cation and Labor. After general debate the
bill shall be considered for amendment under
the five-minute rule. It shall be in order to
consider as an original bill for the purpose of
amendment under the five-minute rule the
amendment in the nature of a substitute rec-
ommended by the Committee on Education
and Labor now printed in the bill. The com-
mittee amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute shall be considered as read. All points
of order against the committee amendment
in the nature of a substitute are waived ex-
cept those arising under clause 10 of rule
XXI. Notwithstanding clause 11 of rule
XVIII, no amendment to the committee
amendment in the nature of a substitute
shall be in order except those printed in the
report of the Committee on Rules accom-
panying this resolution. Each such amend-
ment may be offered only in the order print-
ed in the report, may be offered only by a
Member designated in the report, shall be
considered as read, shall be debatable for the
time specified in the report equally divided
and controlled by the proponent and an op-
ponent, shall not be subject to amendment,
and shall not be subject to a demand for divi-
sion of the question in the House or in the
Committee of the Whole. All points of order
against such amendments are waived except
those arising under clause 9 or 10 of rule XXI.
At the conclusion of consideration of the bill
for amendment the Committee shall rise and
report the bill to the House with such
amendments as may have been adopted. Any
Member may demand a separate vote in the
House on any amendment adopted in the
Committee of the Whole to the bill or to the
committee amendment in the nature of a
substitute. The previous question shall be
considered as ordered on the bill and amend-
ments thereto to final passage without inter-
vening motion except one motion to recom-
mit with or without instructions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from California is recognized
for 1 hour.

Ms. MATSUI Mr. Speaker, for the
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-
BALART). All time yielded during con-
sideration of this rule is for debate
only. I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. MATSUIL I also ask unanimous
consent that all Members be given 5
legislative days in which to revise and
extend their remarks on House Resolu-
tion 250.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, H. Res.
250 provides for consideration of H.R.
1388, the Generations Invigorating Vol-
unteerism and Education, or the GIVE
Act, under a structured rule. The rule
provides 1 hour of general debate con-
trolled by the Committee on Education
and Labor.

The rule makes in order 11 amend-
ments which are listed in the Rules
Committee report accompanying the
resolution. Each amendment is debat-
able for 10 minutes except the man-
ager’s amendment, which is debatable
for 30 minutes. The rule also provides
one motion to recommit with or with-
out instructions.
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Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of a vital piece of bipartisan legislation
that directly affects all of our commu-
nities and the lives of millions of
Americans.

Legislation that strengthens our
communities helps educate our future
generations, teaches our youth to pre-
pare for and respond to unthinkable
tragedies and fosters the growth of re-
spect and compassion throughout our
entire society.

The GIVE Act will help launch a new
era of American service and vol-
unteerism. The bill answers President
Obama’s call for Americans of all gen-
erations to help get the country
through the economic crisis by serving
and volunteering in their communities.

The GIVE Act reauthorizes, for the
first time in 15 years, our country’s in-
vestment in community service and
volunteerism. As a cochair of the Na-
tional Service Caucus, it is a pleasure
to call attention to the tremendous
work of those involved at every level
and in every program of the corpora-
tion.

Service programs not only help each
of our communities but also provide
training that could lead to future ca-
reers. Many individuals who are in-
volved in service at a young age con-
tinue in public service careers and in

service programs throughout their
lives.
Mr. Speaker, service and vol-

unteerism are the bedrock of emer-
gency preparedness and national secu-
rity. In times of strife, the American
people have always shown a spirit of
service and ingenuity. Investing in
service and volunteer programs pre-
pares us to handle any crisis.

We must focus on building our na-
tional capacity, and harnessing the en-
terprising spirit of the American peo-
ple is a good way to do so. In the wake
of a catastrophe, a first responder is
likely to be a civilian. A neighbor is
likely to be the first one to provide as-
sistance. By building up our service
and volunteer programs, we are taking
proactive steps to bolster our national
security and capability to weather a
disaster now and in the years to come.

We saw firsthand the importance of
having trained volunteers in the wake
of the 2005 hurricanes, Katrina and
Rita. These forever changed thousands
of lives and communities in the gulf
coast. We also witnessed an outpouring
of support and compassion from indi-
viduals who were touched by this im-
mense tragedy.

Following the devastation in the gulf
coast, more than 92,000 national service
volunteers contributed over 3.5 million
hours of work to the recovery effort.
They repaired neighborhoods. They re-
built lives.

Since September of 2005, over 4,070
National Civilian Community Corps—
or NCCC—members have served more
than 2.1 million hours in the gulf coast
on over 830 relief and recovery projects.
Through programs such as AmeriCorps
State and national, Volunteers in Serv-
ice to America—or VISTA—and NCCC,
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servicemembers address critical needs
in our communities.

AmeriCorps and NCCC members are
disaster trained and available for im-
mediate deployment in the event of a
natural disaster anywhere within the
United States, just as they were to the
gulf coast.

In fact, NCCC teams have responded
to every national disaster, including
the recent fires in my home State of
California. Disaster relief and emer-
gency response now accounts for over
60 percent of the NCCC portfolio. Over
$42 million worth of hurricane recovery
resources have come from AmeriCorps
and NCCC alone, which is millions
more than we have spent on the entire
program nationwide. This is a clear re-
turn on our investment.

These exceptional young men and
women are especially trained in dis-
aster preparedness and organizing local
volunteers into an effective recovery
operation. These programs continually
put more back into the community
than we put into them. The GIVE Act
shows Congress’ support for their he-
roic and continued efforts and ensures
these programs continue for years to
come.

The GIVE Act of 2009 will strengthen
the emergency preparedness and re-
sponse training of our country’s NCCC
participants. The changes will also
help the program continue to grow.

The legislation expands the scope of
NCCC to specifically include disaster
relief, infrastructure improvement, en-
vironmental and energy conservation
and urban and rural development.

The GIVE Act also establishes four
new service corps, including a Clean
Energy Corps to encourage energy effi-
ciency and conservation measures; an
Education Corps to help increase stu-
dent engagement, achievement and
graduation; a Healthy Futures Corps to
improve health care access; and a Vet-
erans Service Corps to enhance services
for veterans.

This bill includes a Call to Service
Campaign to encourage all Americans
to engage in service and to observe
September 11 as a National Day of
Service and Remembrance.

The bill seeks to tap the growing
pool of baby boomers reaching retire-
ment that wish to continue serving
their country and provides real alter-
natives to traditional employment at a
time when jobs are scarce. The GIVE
Act also seeks to engage our future
generations in lifetimes of service. En-
gaging young men and women is vi-
tally important. The Education
Awards, which will be increased in this
bill, encourage our youth to apply the
skills that they learn at volunteerism
to a successful education and the les-
sons they learn in school to improving
their communities.

The GIVE Act specifically seeks to
make a difference, not only by the
services that are provided but by who
we are engaged in serving. It seeks to
exponentially increase the numbers of
disadvantaged and at-risk youth par-
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ticipating in service. Each one of these
valuable young men and women will
take the respect and compassion that
they learn at service programs back to
their schools and to their families and
be a seed of inspiration amongst those
who need it most.

We cannot pass up the opportunity to
better our future generations. Service
programs provide an opportunity to
give our youth the most valuable les-
son of all, positive personal experience.

Mr. Speaker, as a result of the great
work of AmeriCorps members, extraor-
dinary things are happening all around
America. The corporation supports
such important nonprofit organizations
as Habitat for Humanity, City Year
and the American Red Cross.

National service participants have
built homes, healed wounds, worked in
national parks and taught elementary
school kids. These volunteers are part
of the backbone of our country. With
very little funding, service participants
leverage millions of dollars and per-
form crucial work in classrooms and in
areas of our Nation hit by disaster.

The service programs and new initia-
tives in H.R. 1388 help address some of
our Nation’s toughest problems, from
poverty and unmet education needs to
natural disasters. Just this week, The
New York Times and the Wall Street
Journal pointed to the rise in the num-
ber of volunteers nationwide. Many
who have been laid off or are in be-
tween jobs have joined volunteer pro-
grams to stay connected to their com-
munity and learn new skills. Some
have even benefited by gaining employ-
ment through their work as volunteers.

The GIVE Act will expand these op-
portunities as well as health care ac-
cess, provide seniors with help living
independently, enhance services for
veterans, and help build a clean, green,
energy-efficient economy.

As a result, I hope that my col-
leagues will support the rule and the
underlying legislation. The spirit of
service has been renewed at a time of
economic challenges, and it is time for
our government to foster a continued
dedication to our country’s prosperity
through national service.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of
Florida. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
thank my friend from California (Ms.
MATSUI) for the time, and I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

It can sometimes seem that we are
surrounded by news of selfishness and
greed. I think, very appropriately, and
I will discuss this later, the American
people are outraged by an example of
really cynicism intertwined with greed
in this AIG example. More about that
later.

However, those individuals, those few
individuals, those cynics who utilized
taxpayer dollars to give out bonuses
for AIG, those really few individuals,
Mr. Speaker, when you think about it
in comparison to the myriad of individ-
uals who really commit themselves to

March 18, 2009

the service of others through vol-
unteerism, those who serve are a bea-
con of compassion and hope for us all.
Community service is one of the most
gratifying, rewarding, fulfilling ways
people can spend their time and their
efforts.

Community service has always been
a vital pillar of American society. It’s
one of the things that distinguishes the
United States and exalts the American
people.

Volunteers all over the United States
dedicate millions of hours to their con-
temporaries in the hope of making peo-
ple’s lives better. Through their self-
less work, volunteers help improve the
lives of millions of Americans. In 1993,
the Congress, with my support, passed
legislation creating AmeriCorps and
the Corporation for National and Com-
munity Service to administer and co-
ordinate Federal service community
programs.

Since then, almost 500,000 Americans
have served with thousands of not-for-
profit organizations, public agencies
and faith-based organizations nation-
wide.
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These citizens tackle many unmet
needs in our communities. They pro-
vide for our youth through tutoring,
mentoring, and after-school programs.
They provide for the disadvantaged by
building homes for the mneedy and
reaching out to misguided youth. They
conduct neighborhood patrols; they
care for our environment; respond to
disasters, engage citizens in public,
health, safety, and emergency pre-
paredness services. And they support
those who have served and continue to
serve our Nation in the Armed Forces
by meeting the needs of our Nation’s
veterans, active duty servicemembers,
and their families. They do, often-
times, exemplary work.

The underlying legislation, known as
the Generations Invigorating Vol-
unteerism and Education Act, referred
to as the GIVE Act because of its ini-
tials, will reauthorize the national
service programs administered by the
Corporation for National and Commu-
nity Service. This reauthorization sets
the goal to recruit 250,000 volunteers
for AmeriCorps by 2014. It will also cre-
ate service opportunities for middle

school and high school students
through the Summer of Service pro-
gram.

The legislation emphasizes the crit-
ical role of service in meeting the na-
tional priorities of emergency and dis-
aster preparedness, and it will help im-
prove program integrity.

I am pleased that the committee, the
Committee on Education and Labor,
worked in a bipartisan manner to reau-
thorize this program and to include
provisions that will make the programs
more effective and efficient, responding
to State and local needs with perform-
ance orientation.

It goes to show, Mr. Speaker, that
when there is a willingness to work to-
gether and to negotiate, we can bring
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forth good pieces of legislation with bi-
partisan support.

I know the majority is trumpeting
this rule with which we bring this un-
derlying legislation to the floor be-
cause it will allow Members to debate
all of the amendments that were sub-
mitted to the Rules Committee by Re-
publicans. And that’s appropriate. Nev-
ertheless, I remind my colleagues the
majority does this when the underlying
legislation is uncontroversial.

Even though the majority promised
to be the most open Congress in his-
tory, if the majority is so proud of this
rule, then they should allow a more
open process when controversial bills
come before the floor as well.

I urge Americans everywhere, regard-
less of whether they take part in
AmeriCorps, to volunteer and give
back to their communities. The re-
wards are extraordinary to both the
volunteer and to the community. As
Winston Churchill said, ‘“We make a
living by what we do, but we make a
life by what we give.”

I reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to my good friend, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. SUTTON).

Ms. SUTTON. I thank the gentle-
woman from California for the time
and for her leadership on this bill. I
also want to thank my good friend
from across the aisle, Mr. DIAZ-
BALART, for his thoughtful words about
this bill and about the amazing char-
acter of the American people to serve
and reach out to others in their com-
munities through volunteerism.

This bill, Mr. Speaker, will unite
Americans during these challenging
economic times through service and
volunteerism in our communities. And
I am pleased that this Congress is mov-
ing swiftly to reauthorize and expand
national service programs managed by
the Corporation for National and Com-
munity Service.

I am particularly supportive of two
initiatives that are included in this bill
that I sponsored in the last Congress.

The first proposal requires the Cor-
poration to conduct a study to identify
specific areas of need for displaced
workers, and to identify how existing
programs and activities carried out
under our national service laws can
better serve displaced workers and the
communities affected by plant closings
and job losses.

Communities in Ohio and across our
Nation are being devastated by the eco-
nomic downturn, and it’s essential that
we support new opportunities for
Americans who have lost their jobs
through no fault of their own.

Our workers who have toiled for so
long in manufacturing plants have
unique skill sets and leadership capa-
bilities that can be of great value when
utilized through service projects.

In Ohio, we face an unemployment
rate of 8.8 percent. I eagerly look for-
ward to seeing how new service pro-
grams like this will help us help our
displaced workforce.
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The second proposal requires the Cor-
poration to consider whether an area
has a mortgage foreclosure rate greater
than the national average when consid-
ering grant applications from States
and other eligible entities.

Ohio has been particularly dev-
astated by the mortgage crisis and
ranks 10th in the Nation in home fore-
closures. According to recent statis-
tics, my congressional district is pro-
jected to have over 5,000 foreclosures in
the coming year.

In a time when so many of our com-
munities are struggling, we need to
pursue every avenue available to make
sure that the cities and towns with the
greatest needs have access to the as-
sistance that we can provide.

Mr. Speaker, this legislation will go
a long way to energize and create new
opportunities for Americans to build
confidence and assist in our country’s
recovery.

I urge a ‘“‘yes’” vote on the rule and
the underlying bill.

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of
Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure
at this time to yield 5 minutes to a dis-
tinguished colleague from the Rules
Committee, who has brought to our
committee great wisdom and tenacity,
the gentlewoman from North Carolina
(Ms. Foxx).

Ms. FOXX. I thank my colleague
from Florida for his gracious com-
ments. It’s a joy to serve on the Rules
Committee. It’s a joy, actually, to
serve with all the folks on the Rules
Committee. I am learning a great deal.
We have some very talented people on
that committee.

I do have to say, though, that I dis-
agree with many of my colleagues
about this rule and about this bill. I
appreciated the comments that have
been made. I particularly appreciate
my colleague giving the definition
from Winston Churchill because I use
that definition often when I write vol-
unteers to congratulate them on what
they do.

To quote it again, “We make a living
by what we do, but we make a life by
what we give.”” The word ‘‘give’ is the
important word here.

I looked up the definition of volun-
teer, and it says ‘‘a person who volun-
tarily offers himself or herself for a
service or undertaking.” The second
definition is ‘“‘a person who performs a
service willingly and without pay.”

What this bill does is expands dra-
matically the government’s role in an
area that I don’t think the government
should be dealing with. Our colleague
from Ohio just said this is an oppor-
tunity for people who have lost their
jobs. Well, I think it’s important that
we encourage volunteers, but this is a
paid job.

This is a government-authorized
charity. And it concerns me a great
deal because I see our taking over what
is being done voluntarily by people—
this, and in the budget. The President
wants to tax people who give money to
volunteer organizations and to char-
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ities. He says that’s okay because the
government’s going to pay it.

We’re pretty soon going to have a
government that controls everything
in our society. That’s not what Amer-
ica is all about.

When de Tocqueville came here in
the 1800s—and he is quoted over and
over—he said he never saw a society
with so many associations. Those are
voluntary  associations. We have
Ruritan clubs, Civitan clubs, Rotary
clubs. They do their work without pay.
That is what America’s all about.

What we are doing is creating a 1984
because we’re setting up paid volun-
teers. That’s not what America’s
about.

Someone sent me an e-mail last
night and said we need to give this
GIVE Act a new name: People Auda-
ciously and Insidiously Demanding
Vituperously Outlandish, Laughable,
Unsustainable, Needless, Totally Egre-
gious and Extortionary Recompense
Act, or the PAID VOLUNTEER Act.
That is what this is all about.

That is not what America is all
about. We need to be encouraging peo-
ple to be volunteers and not be paid for
it.

The other concern that I have is that
there is no accountability in this bill.
The Learn and Serve program that is
already in existence was rated the low-
est rating possible—not performing; re-
sults not demonstrated by OMB’s Pro-
gram Assessment Rating Tool.

Yesterday, in the committee, the
gentleman from the Education Com-
mittee made a big deal about the fact
that these programs are going to be
evaluated by PART. But they’ve al-
ready been evaluated, and they’ve been
evaluated as basically no good and as
wasting money.

The AmeriCorps National Commu-
nity Corps Program was rated as a low
rating, of not performing, and ineffec-
tive by OMB’s PART program. OMB de-
fines a rating of ineffective as pro-
grams not using your tax dollars effec-
tively. Ineffective programs have been
unable to achieve results due to a lack
of clarity regarding the program’s pur-
pose or goals, poor management, or
some other significant weakness.

Well, ladies and gentlemen, Mr.
Speaker, it is very difficult to establish
evaluation programs. I know. I was in
education for a long, long time. It is
difficult to do that. These programs are
not establishing credible evaluation
programs. We demand that of our edu-
cation programs, we demand it of
teachers. No Child Left Behind has the
most egregious kinds of evaluation pro-
grams that we hear about all the time.

Here, we are spending $27,000 dollars
per person; $27,000. In North Carolina, I
think we are spending about an aver-
age of $7,000 dollars per child in public
education. That may not be the most
up-to-date figure, but it’s something
like that. And here we are going to pay
$27,000 dollars per person for these vol-
unteers? What about that?

I know that probably hospitals in my
community and other groups that use
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volunteers extensively don’t spend
hundreds of dollars for volunteers, let
alone $27,000.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentlewoman has expired.

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of
Florida. I yield an additional 2 min-
utes.

Ms. FOXX. I thank the gentleman for
yielding additional time. As I said, one
of my concerns is here we are in a time
when we need to be looking at every
single dollar we spend. I take that ap-
proach every day. I don’t care if the
Federal Government is flush with
money, we should be very careful with
every penny we spend.

The American public are watching us
like never before. And here we are,
about to put these programs out. One
of the concerns I had, too, is how the
people are going to be counted. Again,
where is the evaluation?

In the rule that was adopted yester-
day, it said that this bill adds language
to promote community-based efforts to
reduce crime and recruit public safety
officers in the service opportunities.

Well, I wonder if every community-
watch program in the country, which
can have hundreds of people in them
who do very little, but they perform an
important service for their community.
They may be assigned an hour a week
to do something. Are they going to be
part of these 250,000 volunteers? That’s
not at all clear. But I have a suspicion
they’re going to be counted if they can
get to that magic number. And they
will say, Look, we have 250,000 people.

But the effectiveness is not being
gauged, and I think this is a tremen-
dous waste of money where we could be
doing this for a lot less.

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, before 1
yield to my next speaker, I'd like to
make a couple of comments. First of
all, we aren’t paying volunteers, we’re
supporting an infrastructure that re-
moves barriers to service. We’re mak-
ing volunteers more accessible and
more effective by creating an infra-
structure in which everyday citizens
can volunteer and be effective, without
having resources, prior experience, or
formal training.

Also, one of the GIVE Act’s major
themes is to increase transparency and
accountability in national service pro-
grams, particularly in showing pro-
gram outcomes. Section 179 of the Act
establishes performance measures for
each national service program and a
framework for ensuring that Federal
dollars go to high-performing pro-
grams.

With that, I yield 3 minutes to my
fellow Rules Committee colleague, the
gentleman from Colorado (Mr. POLIS).

Mr. POLIS. Today, I rise in support
of the Generations Invigorating Vol-
unteerism and Education, the GIVE
Act, and the rule. I thank Chairman
MILLER for his leadership in intro-
ducing this bipartisan comprehensive
legislation, which answers President
Obama’s call to launch a new era of na-
tional service and volunteerism.
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I'd also like to thank Congresswoman
MCcCARTHY for her efforts as chair-
woman of the Healthy Families and
Communities Subcommittee to expand
opportunities for all.
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The GIVE Act’s new programs, ex-
panded capacity, meaningful incen-
tives, and innovative approaches will
allow us to come together and rise to
the challenges we face. It also rep-
resents a historic call to action that
reaches out to all Americans from all
walks of life and asks them to commit
to service.

During these difficult times, our Na-
tion needs the help of each and every
one of us more than ever. The gen-
erosity, energy, and goodwill of the
American people has fueled our Nation
throughout its history and seen us
through our darkest hours. If we want
to restore our economy, rebuild our
schools, and revitalize our neighbor-
hoods, we must once again draw on this
powerful spirit of service that pervades
the American psyche. The GIVE Act
harnesses the power of America’s two
greatest natural resources, our inge-
nuity and our work ethic, to generate a
new era of national service.

More than 15,000 of my fellow Colo-
radans are strengthening our commu-
nities, helping others, and serving
unmet needs in our neighborhoods
through 147 national service projects in
our State: more than 9,000 in Senior
Corps, 2,500 in AmeriCorps—and I have
had the opportunity to work with a
number of AmeriCorps volunteers in
our schools—and 4,200 in Learn and
Serve America. This legislation will
allow even more Coloradans to partici-
pate by creating thousands of new op-
portunities to volunteer and offering
training in green energy products, vet-
erans services, and community services
across the communities, health and
wellness initiatives as well.

As a former chairman of our Colo-
rado State Board of Education, I am
particularly pleased with the establish-
ment of the Summer of Service pro-
gram which will engage middle and
high school students in volunteer ac-
tivities in their communities. The
Youth Engagement Zones will cap-
italize on the largely untapped energy
of American youth, especially dis-
advantaged high school students and
out-of-school youth, and put them to
work in service of our communities.

Again, I applaud the efforts of all
those involved in the crafting of this
historic bipartisan legislation, and en-
courage our body to pass both the rule
and the bill.

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of
Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure
to yield 5 minutes to a brilliant new
Member of this House who is already
leaving a mark on Congress by facing
the important issues of our day, Mr.
PAULSEN of Minnesota.

Mr. PAULSEN. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding and appreciate his
leadership as well.
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Mr. Speaker, I understand that my
colleague from Florida will offer my
legislation to help recoup the $165 mil-
lion in taxpayer dollars that were paid
out as AIG bonuses as part of the pre-
vious question.

Mr. Speaker, when the latest unem-
ployment figures came out and were re-
leased earlier this month, America saw
its jobless rate soar to over 8.1 percent.
That is the highest percentage that we
have seen in over 25 years in the United
States. This equates to approximately
12.5 million Americans who are cur-
rently out of work. Against this grim
backdrop, AIG has announced that it
intends to pay out $165 million in bo-
nuses to its employees, with a number
of those employees receiving more
than $3 million. To date, $5656 million in
Federal money has been used to pay
AIG employees directly. Additionally,
AIG expects to see total bonus payouts
to its financial products division in-
crease by nearly $15 million over the
next year.

Mr. Speaker, most troubling is that
this $165 million comes directly out of
the nearly $170 billion that U.S. tax-
payers have given to AIG over the last
8 months. In only 8 months, $170 bil-
lion.

In early March, AIG announced a cor-
porate loss of nearly $62 billion. That is
the single greatest quarterly loss in
U.S. history of any corporation. While
Americans are struggling to put food
on the table, I wonder if they are going
to be able to ever see the repayment of
their investment in the companies that
they are participating in, companies
like AIG who are paying bonuses,
which is the height of irresponsibility.
This money belongs to the American
public. It does not belong to the execu-
tives at AIG. So I, like my constitu-
ents, am shocked. I am shocked at the
corruption, especially when AIG’s ac-
tions come at the expense of America’s
public. To pay bonuses which in some
circumstances can be as high as $6.5
billion is really antithetical to what
the U.S. Government should stand for
and the very reason the U.S. Govern-
ment was lending this money in the
first place. Allowing AIG to spend tax-
payer money on paying these bonuses
can only be seen as reckless incom-
petence.

The legislation will do three things:

Number one, it is going to require
that the Treasury Department recoup
all of the bonuses that have been paid.

Number two, no more excuses. It will
require the Treasury Department and
the Treasury Secretary to sign off on
any future bonuses with his signature.

And, number three, it would require
the Treasury Secretary to sign off on
any future contracts as a part of any
ongoing TARP legislation. That is
where accountability is needed for the
American taxpayer.

Mr. Speaker, we were sent here by
our constituents to bring account-
ability